
A Festschrift in honor of Emmanuël Sérusiaux, 
lichenologist and environmentalist

This special issue of Plant and Fungal Systematics is 
dedicated to Professor Emmanuël Sérusiaux on the occa-
sion of his retirement. It presents 16 papers related to his 
scientific interests. Over the course of his distinguished 
career, Professor Sérusiaux has devoted his work to eluci-
dating the systematics of lichen-forming fungi, as well as 
conservation biology and teaching. Emmanuël was born 
on October 3rd, 1953, in Dinant, Belgium. He obtained 
his ‘license’ (master’s degree) in botany in 1975 and his 
doctorate of botanical sciences in 1982 under the supervi-
sion of Professor Jacques Lambinon at the University of 
Liège, Belgium. Emmanuël pursued his entire academic 
career at the University of Liège, and took three sabbatical 
leaves to dedicate his time to political and environmental 
activities. Emmanuël retired in October 2019, but we feel 
certain that he will continue contributing to progress in 
lichenology for years to come.

Recognizing Professor Emmanuël Sérusiaux’s sig-
nificant contribution to the field of lichenology, and in 
particular to the systematics of foliicolous lichens, Pel-
tigerales and the flora of tropical Africa, it is our honor 

to dedicate this issue to him in celebration of his accom-
plishments, and to wish him well in his future endeavors. 
We thank the authors for their contributions to this issue, 
which is published to express our heartfelt appreciation 
of Emmanuël’s lifework. 
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Professor Emmanuël Sérusiaux in Madagascar in 2014. Photograph by Damien Ertz


